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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 



MEASURES TO PREVENT THE INTRODUCTION OF CHOLERA 
INTO THE UNITED STATES. 



HAVRE. 



Surgeon Carter states that the sanitary management of the emi- 
grants embarking at Havre, France, to the United States is very satis- 
factory. The consular officer at Havre, who gives his personal atten- 
tion to the inspection of emigrants, is a graduate in medicine and 
takes much interest in the work, with which his long service at Havre 
makes him very familiar. Both the health authorities of Havre and 
the steamship officials cooperate cordially with the consul. 

No Russians or south Italians emigrate from Havre, and none, or 
very few, from the lower Danube. The emigrants embarking at 
Havre are mostly north Italians, Austrians, and a few Swiss and 
French, with a considerable number of Levantines. 

Inasmuch as no emigrants come from cholera-infected districts to 
embark at Havre, there is no routine detention practiced at that 
port, although some passengers from infected districts, via Marseille, 
are detained at Havre for five days prior to embarkation, and dur- 
ing this time their effects are disinfected. While in Havre awaiting 
passage the emigrants are under the control or supervision of the 
sanitary authorities of the port. 

There is almost completed a new emigrant detention building, in 
which the emigrants will lodge while awaiting passage from Havre. 

The disinfection provided for passengers detained is done by 
means of steam. When the luggage is packed in bundles of con- 
siderable size the disinfection, to be efficient, necessitates long exposure 
to the steam. The disinfection is entirely efficient, however, for the 
work which is required of it. 



CHERBOURG. 



From this port the American Line takes nearly all of the steerage 
passengers. The White Star Line also takes a certain number. 
Cherbourg is a port of call for the North German and the Hamburg- 
American lines. The cabin passenger traffic at Cherbourg is propor- 
tionately much larger than the steerage. No south Italian steerage 
passengers and very few Russians pass through Cherbourg for the 
United States. It is estimated that between 65 and 70 Russians per 
month leave Cherbourg for the United States. 

All of the incoming emigrants are inspected by two municipal phy- 
sicians while in Cherbourg awaiting passage. They are under the 
sanitary and police control of the municipality. At the time that they 
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go aboard the vessel they are again inspected by the municipal physi- 
cians assisted by the physicians of the steamship company. 

There has been no routine inspection of baggage or disinfection of 
effects or detention of steerage passengers from districts pronounced 
infected by cholera, although it is stated that a lot of 28 Syrians 
arriving from Marseille during the middle of October were detained 
for 5 days in Cherbourg, and their baggage was disinfected during 
such detention. 

It is stated that the Russians passing through Cherbourg come from 
Germany and have been more than 5 days crossing the German fron- 
tier from Russia. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
Cholera-Infected Localities. 

Consul Slocum at Fiume reports : 

On October 17, 3 localities in 2 counties were officially declared to 
be cholera-infected, and 9 localities in 6 counties, previously declared 
infected, were declared noninfected. On October 20, 2 localities 
remained infected, and. 16 were declared free from infection. 

CHINA. 
HONGKONG -Malaria. 

Consul-General Carleton reported August 30 : 

During the last ten years there has been a steady and substantial 
reduction in the number of cases of malaria as annually recorded by 
the medical department. Malaria has been long known to be very 
prevalent in Hongkong. The troops appear to be more affected with 
the disease than civilians, but they have shared in the general improve- 
ment of conditions. The total number of malarial cases admitted 
to the military hospital in 1909 was 268, giving a ratio of 59 per 
1,000 as against 515 in 1908 or 115 per 1,000. The principal medical 
officer of the garrison states that the hospital admission rate for 
malarial diseases among the troops serving in the colony of Hong- 
kong was in 1909 greater than in India or any other colony in which 
British soldiers have to serve with the exception of the west coast 
of Africa. For ten or twelve vears past the colonial government 
has endeavored to free the hills of mosquito-breeding places by 
making waterways or ditches and the public has been urged to fill 
up stagnant pools in the vicinity of dwellings or to oil the standing 
water. A pamphlet giving simple instruction in antimalarial mea- 
sures is being distributed among the people. 

GERMANY. 

Cholera. 

Ambassador Hill, at Berlin, reported October 20 to the Depart- 
ment of State : 

During the week ended October 9, 6 new cases of cholera were 
reported at Marienburg, West Prussia. The persons affected had 
been under observation, as they had come in contact with cholera 
patients. Of the 6 cases 1 ended fatallv. Four of the patients were 
children under 10 years old. Two other children have since been 
found to have acquired cholera germs. Precautionary measures 
against the spread of the disease are being observed. 



